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Lake Toxaway United Methodist Church 

Community Worship Service 

Pentecost, May 19th 
 

9:30 A.M. Livestream is available on the LTUMC YouTube channel:  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgtuJe20i8DN7S_Cfg1sWCg  

RINGING OF THE BELL – Please observe silence as we prepare for the service. 

PRELUDE 

Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song 

CALL TO WORSHIP (Please stand as you are able) 

With tongues of flame, the Holy Spirit descends 

to burn in our hearts anew. 

Unite us, Holy Spirit! 

Like the rush of wind, we sense God’s presence 

blowing afresh throughout the world. 

Unite us, Holy Spirit! 

Across the barriers of language and culture, 

Christ’s message of love and grace is heard. 

Unite us, Holy Spirit! 

Divine Advocate, we seek your guidance 

as we search for the Spirit of Truth. 

Unite us, Holy Spirit! Amen. 

HYMN # 61 
Come, thou Almighty King 

Located in the back of the bulletin - (Printed w/ permission) 

OPENING PRAYER (Please be seated) 

Holy One, 
Ignite within us a fiery passion 
for your mission in the world today. 
Warm us by the Spirit’s dancing tongues of flame, 
that we may feel your kindling blaze within, 
urging us to do your greater good. 
Make us wholly present to experience a new birth, 
and awaken possibilities within us 
to share your love in the world. 
In this love and abundance, 
we come to celebrate your harvest— 
a harvest bearing the first fruits of the Spirit 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgtuJe20i8DN7S_Cfg1sWCg
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within us. 
Show us how to use these gifts, 
as we listen for your truth 
in the gentle breeze of your Spirit.   
We pray in the name of Christ, Jesus, our Lord.  Amen. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 

37:1 The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of 
the LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 

37:2 He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and 
they were very dry. 

37:3 He said to me, "Mortal, can these bones live?" I answered, "O Lord GOD, you 

know." 

37:4 Then he said to me, "Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry 

bones, hear the word of the LORD. 

37:5 Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and 
you shall live. 

37:6 I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover 
you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know 
that I am the LORD." 

37:7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly 
there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 

37:8 I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, 
and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. 

37:9 Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to 
the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, 
and breathe upon these slain, that they may live." 

37:10 I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and 
they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 

37:11 Then he said to me, "Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They 
say, 'Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.' 

37:12 Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going 

to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I 
will bring you back to the land of Israel. 

37:13 And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring 
you up from your graves, O my people. 

37:14 I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your 
own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act," 
says the LORD. 
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Psalm 104:24-34, 35b (Psalter Lesson – Please use Hymnal pg. 827 and read the bold text) 
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Acts 2:1-21 (Epistle Reading) 

2:1 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 

2:2 And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it 
filled the entire house where they were sitting. 

2:3 Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of 

them. 

2:4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as 

the Spirit gave them ability. 

2:5 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 

2:6 And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard 
them speaking in the native language of each. 

2:7 Amazed and astonished, they asked, "Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 

2:8 And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 

2:9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, 
Pontus and Asia, 

2:10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and 
visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 

2:11 Cretans and Arabs--in our own languages we hear them speaking about God's deeds 

of power." 

2:12 All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, "What does this mean?" 

2:13 But others sneered and said, "They are filled with new wine." 

2:14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, "Men of 
Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I 
say. 

2:15 Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o'clock in the 
morning. 

2:16 No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 

2:17 'In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see 
visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. 

2:18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
and they shall prophesy. 

2:19 And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, 
and fire, and smoky mist. 

2:20 The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the 

Lord's great and glorious day. 

2:21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.' 
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John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 (Please stand for the Gospel) 

15:26 "When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the 

Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. 

15:27 You also are to testify because you have been with me from the beginning. 

16:4b "I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with 

you. 

16:5 But now I am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, 'Where 
are you going?' 

16:6 But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. 

16:7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if 
I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send 
him to you. 

16:8 And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and 
righteousness and judgment: 

16:9 about sin, because they do not believe in me; 

16:10 about righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see me 
no longer; 

16:11 about judgment, because the ruler of this world has been condemned. 

16:12 "I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 

16:13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will 
not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare 
to you the things that are to come. 

16:14 He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 

16:15 All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is 

mine and declare it to you. 

L: This is the word of the Lord for the people of Christ. 

P: Thanks be to God.  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Please be seated) 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
(Let us offer our silent confessions.) 

Heavenly Father, 

you dwell within us 

in sighs too deep for words, 

yet we cannot hear you. 

Caring God, 

you wrap us tenderly in fierce love, 

you give us the breath of life, 

yet we cannot touch you. 
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Holy Jesus, 

we yearn for your presence, 

we seek your abundant grace, 

yet we cannot feel it. 

Holy Spirit,  

you prepare to sear our souls for your purpose, 

yet we allow our somber selves to intrude, 

shutting our minds to your power. 

Remind us, we pray, 

that we need only trust in the giver of life 

to find the hope and faith you have promised. 

Gather us up in the winds of your favor 

and carry us to ever greater heights, 

through Christ who loves us still. 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Do not be afraid. 

Our Comforter and Advocate has come. 

Rejoice in the knowledge that all is forgiven. 

People of the Spirit, listen. 

The wind that drives the heavens— 

the wind that soars above and beyond us all, 

unifies us in God’s love. 

Keep the Spirit’s flame alight within your heart. 

Await the new birth in Christ that is promised to all. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God!  Amen! 

HOMILY 

STATEMENT OF FAITH #885 (A Modern Affirmation)  
(Please stand as you are able) 
Pastor: 
 

Where the Spirit of the Lord is, 
there is the one true church, apostolic and universal, 
whose holy faith let us now declare: 
 

Pastor and People  
 

We believe in God the Father, 
infinite in wisdom, power and love, 
whose mercy is over all his works, 
and whose will is ever directed to his children’s good. 

We believe in Jesus Christ,  
 Son of God and Son of man, 
 the gift of the Father’s unfailing grace, 
 the ground of our hope, 
 and the promise of our deliverance from sin and death. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit 
 as the divine presence in our lives, 
 whereby we are kept in perpetual remembrance 
 of the truth of Christ, 
 and find strength and help in time of need. 
We believe that this faith should manifest itself  

in the service of love 
as set forth in the example of our blessed Lord,  
to the end 
that the kingdom of God may come upon the earth. Amen. 

 

GLORIA PATRI (UMH #70) 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. Amen. 

HYMN #544 
Like the Mumur of the Dove’s Song 

Located in the back of the bulletin - (Printed w/ permission) 

OFFERING 

https://www.wnccumc.org/online-donations-to-churches 

OFFERTORY 

Breathe on me, Breath of God.     Robert Jackson 

DOXOLOGY #95 (Please stand as you are able) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise Him, all creatures here below 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (Please continue standing) 
 

Heavenly Father, as we gather on this Pentecost Sunday, we are reminded of 

the transformative power of your Spirit, breathing life into dry bones and 

igniting the hearts of your people. Just as you enlivened the early church with 

the wind and fire of your presence, empower us to prophesy life into the 

brokenness of our world. May our offerings today be a testament to our faith 

in your promise of renewal and restoration. Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS (Please be seated) 

PASTORAL PRAYER AND PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE WITH THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

https://www.wnccumc.org/online-donations-to-churches
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And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN #384 (Please stand as you are able) 

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 
Located in the back of the bulletin - (printed w/permission) 

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE (Please be seated) 

Trumpet Tune.     Robert J. Powell 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Flowers on the Altar 

The flowers on the altar are given by Kay and Tom Blackstock to the Glory of God. 

Thank You Toxaway Falls Garden Club for an amazing donation for our new 
landscaping!  We are extremely grateful for this and volunteers on 5/18 & 5/25. 

Planting Volunteers Needed - May 25 at 10:00 AM  

Thank you to all the volunteers who helped with planting yesterday, 5-18.  We still need 
volunteers to help plant 5-25 on the new west rock wall and railroad tie wall around the church. 
Please bring your own gloves and garden tools.  Please see Scott Walter with questions. 

Flowers & Coffee Hour Sign-Ups 

Please sign up on the new calendars for coffee hour and flowers on the altar.  They are 
located in our new parish hall.  

Parish Hall Consecration – June 30th  

We will consecrate our new Fellowship Hall on Sunday, June 30th in the afternoon.  It will 
be open to the public. 

PRAYER CONCERNS OF THE COMMUNITY 

Please pray for those who have long-term illness, health concerns and special 
intentions. 

Please pray for those having or had a surgery and their recovery.   

Our heartfelt prayers for all who have experienced the recent passing of a loved one 

Please continue to pray for our student scholars, our local students, teachers and staff as 
the school year is drawing to a close. 

STAFF & LAY VOLUNTEERS 

Pastor:  Marcus Dodson: 828-553-0282, marcus61dodson@gmail.com 
Organist:  Charlie Steele: cwsorgan@comporium.net  
Church Administrator: Saunders Grommesh, 469-569-2314, administrator@laketoxawayumc.org 
Lay Leader: Paula Markert: 828-553-9434 and Scott Walter: 314-374-2969 
Audio/Visual for Livestream Chair: Joe Haraschak 813-918-1916 
Liturgist: Lysa Riggs 

Hymns are located on the next few pages and used with permission via One License #737113-A   

mailto:marcus61dodson@gmail.com
mailto:cwsorgan@comporium.net
mailto:administrator@laketoxawayumc.org
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